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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The West Branch of the Cooper River exits Lake Moultrie and flows due south towards 
Charleston Harbor. The Cooper River is joined from the east by the Wabdoo Creek, the 
East Branch Cooper River and the Wando River. The Ashley River rises from the 
Wassamassaw and Great Cypress Swamps in Berkeley County and widens into a brackish, 
tidal estuary just south of Fort Dorchester, entering Charleston Harbor from the west of 
the subbasin (Figure 1) .
 
The subbasin covers the Atlantic Coast Flatwoods (153A) and the Tidewater Area (153B) 
Common Resource Areas (CRAs) (Figure 1). Descriptions of the Common Resource 
Areas is available from the old Soil Conservation Service handbook (USDA-SCS 1981). 
More recent and detailed descriptions of Level III and Level IV ecoregions (Ecological 
Regions), which are equivalent to the CRAs, is available online (See Griffith et al. 2002 in 
References section). A brief description is available in the document's appendix.
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The subbasin is dominated by Charleston and surrounding urban areas in the West and by 
Lake Moultrie (part of SCANA's Santee Cooper Hydroelectric Project) and the Francis Marion 
National Forest in the East (Figure 1). The small amount of agricultural land in the subbasin is 
mainly in Berkeley and Dorchester Counties - these lands are mostly under rowcrops (Table 2).

Land Use/Land Cover

Watershed (Total)

Urban Area

Parks/Land Under Easement (not NRCS)

Farm Service Agency Designated Farm Fields

Acres % of Watershed

 755,306

Table 2:
AGRICULTURAL LAND USE: FSA ACREAGE AND ESTIMATED FARM FIELD USE FROM THE 2002 AG CENSUS
(NASS Whole County Data Used. Cropland includes: Field Crops, Orchards, and Specialty Crops.)

County
 % Pasture
(Estimated)

% Cropland
(Estimated)

% Hayland
(Estimated)

FSA Fields
(Acres)

Berkeley  76% 16%  9% 22,799
Charleston  71% 18%  11% 1,433
Dorchester  78% 14%  8% 5,953

FIGURE 2:
MAJOR LAND USE/LAND COVER
CATEGORIES

Table 1:
MAJOR LAND USE/LAND COVER CATEGORIES 

-

FSA Farm Fields

Urban Areas

Parks & Land Under Easement

Other Land

128,255 17%

325,818 43%

30,185 4%
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